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outstanding public service and to wish him fair
winds and following seas as he begins the
next chapter of his life.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 26, 2013

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 3,
2009, the day | took office, the national debt
was $10,627,961,295,930.67.

Today, it is $16,610,557,777,904.98. We've
added $5,982,596,481,974.31 to our debt in 4
years. This is a $5.8 trillion in debt our nation,
our economy, and our children could have
avoided with a Balanced Budget Amendment.
We must stop this unconscionable accumula-
tion of debt.

—————

NEIL A. ARMSTRONG FLIGHT RE-
SEARCH CENTER AND HUGH L.
DRYDEN AERONAUTICAL TEST
RANGE DESIGNATION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. JIM JORDAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 25, 2013

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, | want to thank
my colleagues for their strong vote last night
in support of H.R. 667, which would designate
NASA’s Dryden Flight Research Center at
Edwards Air Force Base as the Neil A. Arm-
strong Flight Research Center. | thank the
gentleman from California, Mr. MCCARTHY, for
allowing me to be an original cosponsor of this
legislation.

Forty-four years ago this July, Commander
Neil Armstrong and his Apollo 11 crewmates
achieved something once thought impossible:
successfully landing on the moon and return-
ing safely to the earth. They succeeded de-
spite the many dangers they faced and the
countless things that could have gone wrong
during their pioneering mission.

| am especially honored to represent Neil
Armstrong’s birthplace: Wapakoneta, Ohio,
which takes great pride in being home to the
Neil Armstrong Air and Space Museum. The
museum has on display various artifacts from
the Apollo 11 mission and other articles from
Armstrong’s long and storied career.

As a test pilot, Armstrong spent seven years
at the facility that will soon bear his name.
Then called the High-Speed Flight Station, it
was a key site for the foundational work done
by NASA’s predecessor agency, the National
Advisory Council on Aeronautics, NACA. Arm-
strong logged 2,400 hours of flight time there,
piloting the X-15 rocket-powered plane and
other cutting-edge prototypes. He was also
part of the team that designed and tested
early mockups of a lunar landing vehicle.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation also renames
the Western Aeronautical Test Range at
Edwards after Hugh L. Dryden, a good friend
of Neil Armstrong who served as NACA direc-
tor from 1947 to 1958. Upon the creation of
NASA in 1958, Dryden was named deputy di-
rector. While he did not live to see Arm-
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strong’s moon landing, his many contributions
in the field of aerodynamics helped make the
Apollo missions possible. | am pleased that
his career will continue to be celebrated
through this legislation.

Neil Armstrong’s many achievements in
space exploration renewed America’s sense of
hope for the future. His work at the Dryden
Center set the foundation for every NASA mis-
sion that followed. He sought no honors during
his lifetime and was rich in giving credit to oth-
ers, never failing to recognize the contributions
of the engineers and technicians who helped
make his moon landing possible. | was proud
to join my colleagues last night in honoring
this American hero and son of Ohio.

IN RECOGNITION OF SEPI
RICHARDSON

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 26, 2013

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Sepi Richardson who is retiring after 15 years
of service on the Brisbane City Council, in-
cluding two terms as mayor. Sepi may be
leaving the council, but her spirit and impact
on our city and community will be felt for many
years to come.

As mayor, Sepi was very involved in all as-
pects of planning and policy-level decisions
while always looking after the financial health
and welfare of the city. She oversaw the re-
modeling of the community center, the com-
munity park and playground, Brisbane’s ma-
rina, the skate park, the teen center and the
Mission Blue Performing Art Center. She also
dedicated much of her time and energy to pre-
serving open space and to creating rec-
reational and public spaces that benefit every-
one in the community, such as the community
garden, the swimming pool, school fields,
Bayshore bike lane, the community meeting
room in City Hall and the farmer's market.
Sepi has been a tireless advocate for seniors
and children. Under her leadership, Brisbane
built the Senior Sunrise Room and senior
housing.

Sepi is a familiar face to most Brisbane resi-
dents having served on about 20 county
boards and commissions. She was a board
member on the Airport Community Roundtable
and the Association of Governments (C/CAG)
and a chair or vice chair on four committees
within those associations. In those capacities
she was a leader on issues such as revenue
and taxation, employee compensation, benefit
administration, transportation, energy effi-
ciency, sustainability, emergency prepared-
ness and education.

In addition to her county and region-wide
accomplishments, Sepi has left her mark on
the city of Brisbane. She served on the Fi-
nance/Labor Negotiations, Public Information/
Technology, Planning, Parks and Recreation,
Open Space and Ecology committees, was a
liaison to the Chamber of Commerce and
worked on education and arts funding and rec-
ognition.

To understand how one person can be in-
volved and effective in so many aspects of
public service, you must know Sepi. Her en-
ergy, enthusiasm and dedication are endless.
She loves her community and never hesitates
to serve others.

February 26, 2013

Sepi was born as the first of six siblings in
Tehran, Iran. She came to the United States
in 1972. From 1975 to 1979 she went to Ger-
many where she earned her BA in Business
Management from the University of Maryland
on its Germany campus. She received her
Master's Degree in Educational Counseling
and Psychology from California State Univer-
sity San Bernardino.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to rise with me to honor an outstanding
public servant and friend. Sepi Richardson will
be missed and appreciated for all the lasting
contributions she has made to the residents of
Brisbane and beyond.

————

AZERBAIJAN
HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 26, 2013

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | recently re-
turned from a visit to the nation of Azerbaijan,
the tiny democracy in Central Asia located be-
tween Russia and Iran. They are our friends,
and they live in one of the world’s most dan-
gerous neighborhoods.

They celebrate a culture of diplomacy,
which they credit with surviving as a nation
since humans began walking the Earth. A
population of mostly Muslims, Azeris have
long welcomed other faiths. They have a large
Christian community, and a proud Jewish
community * * * as well as dozens of ethnic
minorities.

Even before the United States gave women
the right to vote, Azerbaijan gave women the
right to vote. Women serve in their legislature.
As the father of daughters, | wanted to see a
Muslim country that was not the stereotype of
how Americans often see a Muslim nation.

Azerbaijan really does offer a remarkably
different look at how developing democracies
in the republics of the former Soviet Union can
welcome people of all faiths, and institute the
organs of civil society. They are a model for
other developing democracies.

In the famous “Old City,” ancient walls sur-
round the old city of the 12th Century. This
walk through history, mind you, is in the midst
of a modern capitol city—a bustling city where
infrastructure is constantly improving.

Here’s something Azeris have in common
with Texans: they are a rich oil producing na-
tion. As we do in Texas, Azeris have a long
history with oil. Today, they supply the pipeline
that moves Caspian oil to the west, via Tur-
key, without running the oil supply through
Russia or Iran. That greatly increases the se-
curity of the pipeline.

Azeris have an interesting way of investing
their oil profits in future generations, using the
money they make from oil to build roads,
bridges, tunnels, city parks, and public build-
ings. They also use it for overseas scholar-
ships * * * and to build alternative energy
sources in Azerbaijan. They know oil is a finite
resource.

But their present day energy supply feeds a
large part of the energy needed in Europe and
Turkey, our NATO allies. Azerbaijan supplies
close to half of the energy needs of Israel.

| encourage my colleagues in the House of
Representatives to learn more about Azer-
baijan and their evolving economy.
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